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L Din nhip

Vin chuwong khén ngoan cta Do Thai xwa bao gdm céc sach Cham ngdn, Giop, Giang vién,
Khén ngoan, Huin ca. An ban Kinh thanh Tai duyét Hoa ky (The New American

Bible Revised Edition) bao gdm cac sach Thanh Vinh va Diém ca duéi muc goi 1a “Vin
chuong Khon ngoan”; nhitng sach nay dugc gom lai trong cac Bo tiéng Hy lap tién phong
nhu cac cong trinh bang tho va dugc chi danh 1a “céc sach su pham” trong tiéng La Tinh. Tuy
nhién, dan nhap ngin ciia phan nay trong An ban Kinh thanh Tai duyét Hoa ky minh xac rang
Théanh Vinh va Diém Ca khong c6 chung cac dic diém voi 5 sach kia. Sach Thanh Vinh 1a
mot suu tap cac ca khuc ca nhan va Cong doan, va mac du mot s6 co thé duge goi la thanh
vinh khon ngoan, nhung sd nay chi 14 thiéu sb nho trong tong sé 150 thanh vinh, va suu tap
xét nhu mot toan thé khong thé duge coi 1a sach khon ngoan. Tuong ty nhu thé, di c6 nhiing
diém tiép xuc gitra ngudi dan ba trong Diém Ca va Cong nuong Khon ngoan trong Cham
Ngoén va Huén Ca (McLaughlin, 2018: 168-69), Diém Ca la mét suu tap cac ban tinh ca, chtr
khong phai mét tac pham huan gido sw pham.

Mot sb hoc gia thach thtrc sy hién hiru ctia mot truyén théng khon ngoan khac bi¢t cua )
Israel. Will Kynes l4p luan raing Cham Ngon, Giép, Giang Vién khong duoc lién két voi van
chuong khon ngoan cho t6i thé ky 18 CN va chung khéng c6 chung phuong thire vin chuong
hay lap truong giai thich. Nhung van chuong khon ngoan Ai Cap (xem dudi day) chira hai xu
hudéng: mot xu hudng bao thi trinh by su khon ngoan truyén thong, giéng nhu Cham Ngon
(cong v6i Huln Ca va Khon Ngoan), trong khi xu huéng hoai nghi kia thach thire thir khon
ngoan d6, giéng nhu Giang Vién va Giép. Cac sach tién tri trong Kinh thanh ciing kha da
dang khong kém. Cac phan chia truyén thong thanh Isaia 1, 2 va 3, mdi sach c6 ndi dung va
vin phong khéac nhau, cac sach tién tri ca thé khac véi sach khac vé tAm quan trong ctia cong
1y hay tho phuong, mot s6 doan tai giai thich tu liéu 14y tir cac sach khac (thi du Gr 25:11-
12;29:10; va Bn 9:24-27) va cac ban van tién tri khac minh nhién néi ngugc lai nhirng ban
van trude d6 (xem Mi-kha va Gié-ré-mia ngugc véi truyén thong Xion cua Isaia; Is 2:4; Mk
4:3 nguoc v6i Ge 4:10; va Ed 37:15-22 nguoc v6i Der 11:14). Céc truyén thdng tién tri cua
Israel phan anh mot mirc da dang kha cao lién quan t6i ndi dung va vin phong thé nao, thi
cac truyén thong khon ngoan cia Israel ciing thé. Nhung nguoc véi cac sach tién tri, von dua
vao mac khai Thién Chua, cac sach khon ngoan cd chung viéc tap chu vao kinh nghi¢m nhéan
ban chung hon 1a cac cudc gap go véi Gia-ve.

Mark Sneed thach thirc ¥ niém cho rang céc luat si xua chuyén vé mot vin phong don nhét,
dén ndi khong con ngudi viét “khon ngoan” nao cho bang c6 nhitng luat si chuyén nhat viét
luat hay chép luat, lich s, tién tri, v.v... Nhung ong ciing luu ¥ rang cting nhirng lut si nay
c¢6 xu huéng str dung tir vung, hinh thtre, va chii @& quan xuyén dic trung cta bt ctr loai van
chuong nao dugc ho viét va chi hoa hudn méi dem chung tir loai vin chuong nay sang loai
van chuong khac. Kha nang chia thanh ngan cong trinh ctia ho nay, tach khon ngoan khéi céac
tu liéu lich su, luat phap, hay phung vu c6 cung mot hi¢u qua nhu thé cac luét si 1a nhiing
chuyén gia chi trong mot loai ban van: két qua xuat lwong van chuong cua ho 1a cac phéan biét



truyén thdng noi céac loai vin chuong Kinh thanh da dang, ké ca diéu goi 1a truyén thong
khon ngoan cua Israel.

II.  Béicanh qudc té

Khén ngoan khong phai 1a chuyén chi c6 & Israel ¢ xua, mot sy kién duoc phan anh trong
chinh Kinh thanh. Chang han, 1Vua 5:10 qua quyét rang “Su khon ngoan cua Sa-16-mén vuot
xa su khon ngoan ctia moi dan toc Pong Phuong va moi khon ngoan cua Ai Cap”, trong khi
Giuse giai thich cac gidc mong ctia Pha-ra-6 lic “cac bac khon ngoan” ctia Ai Cap (St 41:8)
khong thé giai thich duoc, thi Mo-sé tranh tai véi “cac nha khon ngoan va phu thuy” cta Ai
Cap (Xh 7:11) con Isaia 19:11-15 bai bac “nguoi khén ngoan nhét trong cac ¢b van cia Pha-
ra-6” (cau 11). Gié-ré-mia 49:7 va O-va-dia 8 thira nhan cac hiép hoi khon ngoan ctia E-d6m
trong khi E-dé-ki-en 28 khai trién su khon ngoan vi dai ctia Vua Tia [Tyre] (Phoenecia). Cac
sach Kinh thanh tham chi con bao gém su khén ngoan gia thiét khong thudc Israel: Gidp va
ba ngudi ban cua éng xuat than tir E-Dom trong khi A-gua (Agur) va Lo-mu-én (Lemuel) (Cn
30:1; 31:1) xuét than tir Ma-xa (Massa) mién tiy bic Arabia (St 25:14; ANET, 283); quan
trong hon, Chdm ngdn 22:17-24: 22 dya vao Hudn gido ciia Amenemope Ai Cap.

Tac pham vira ké chi 1a mot cong trinh ctia nén khon ngoan séu rong bén ngoai Kinh thanh
tim thiy & Ai Cép va ving Ludng Ha, va & mot pham vi nhé hon ¢ mét sé dia diém ving Ca-
na-an xua, chimg to dic tinh qudc té cua khon ngoan trong Can Pong cb thoi. Nén van
chuong nay c6 nhitng diém twong tu chinh thirc v6i cac sach khon ngoan ciia Kinh thanh, véi
cac cham ngodn, cau dd, tranh bién, huin giao cua nguoi cha ddi voi nguoi con, va v.v... Vé
phuong dién chu dé, tu liéu ngoai Kinh thanh c6 thé phan chia thanh cac cong trinh bao thu
truyén tai khon ngoan truyén théng, gidng hét nhu Cham Ngbn, Huan Ca va Khon Ngoan,
song song voi cac tu liéu ¢ tinh hoai nghi hon nghi van truyén théng nay, nhu Giop va
Giang Vién di 1am. Mot cach chuyén biét hon, mot sé cong trinh (thi du, 4 Man and His God
[Con ngudi va Thién Chua ctia ho]ctia Sumeria; Ludlull bél némeqi [Bai tho Ngudi Pau kho
Chinh truc] va The Babylonian Theodicy [Than 1y hoc Babylon] néu 1én nhitng cau hoi vé
than 1y hoc (theodicy) lién quan t&i cong 1y than linh duéi 4nh sang dau khé cta ca nhan
chuyén biét, gidng nhu sach Giép. Twong ty nhu thé, sy khong hai 10ng ctia Giang Vién dbi
v6i kha niang tai khon truyén thong trong viéc cung cap hudng dan lién quan t6i xi hoi trong
cac hanh dong téng quat va ca thé d3 dic biét duoc du ung trong The Dialogue Between a
Master and His Slave [Cudc Dbi thoai gitra Chii va N6 18 cua Ong ta] (Ludng Ha) va
Lamentations of Khakheperre-sonbe [ Ai ca cua Khakheperre-sonbe] (Ai Cép) trong khi céc
huin gido thudng xuyén cia Giang Vién dé hudng thu bit cir khoai cam nao xut hién trén
duong doi (Gv 2:24; 3:12-13, 22; 5:17-18; 8:15; 11:9) c¢6 song hanh trong The Dispute over
Suicide [tranh ludn vé ty tir] va The Song of The Harper [Bai ca ciia Ngudi Choi Pan Hac]
(Ai Cap). Nhung khéng mot su twong ty ndo trong s6 nay du chuyén biét dé thiét lap anh
huong truc tiép tir cac cong trinh ngoai Kinh thanh 1én cac ban van Kinh thanh, ngoai trix
trong truong hop Amenemope va Cham Ngon 22:17-24:22, mac du ching qua c6 ching to
rang cac tac giai khon ngoan cia Israel c6 chung nhiéu quan tm cta nhitng l4n bang cua ho.

III.  Than hoc

Xét theo ban chit qudc té ciia khon ngoan & Can Pong xua, cic sach Giop, Cham Ngbn va
Giang Vién khong phan anh céc truyen thong ton gido chuyén biét. Tén Gia-vé cua Thién
Chua khong xuat hién trong Gidng Vién va trong Gidp, nd bi gidi han ¢ 161 n6i dau va 101 két
thuc bang van xudi va nhan dién ngudi nodi trong cac phat ngoén than linh (Giop 38:1;



40:1,3,6; 42:1). Tén nay ning xuat hién nhiéu hon trong Cham Ngén (87 1an), nhung thudng
vang vong cong thic “kinh s¢ Thién Chua 1a khéi dau cia hiéu biét” (Cn 1:7; xem 9:10).
Ngay khi khong phai thé, ciing v6i 6 dién hinh tén “thién chua”, viéc nhic dén than tinh chi
chiém vao khoang 10% cac cau trong cudn sach. Hon nita, van khong c6 diéu gi phan anh
viéc can du lich st chuyén biét cia Gia-vé€ véi Israel. Cac anh hung lich st cia Israel hoan
toan vang bong trong Cham Ngon, Gidp, va Giang Vién: cac to mau va td phu, Mo-sé, Gib-
sué, Pa-vit, cac vi vua va nha tién tri va nhitng ngudi khac don gian khong duge néu tén.
Tuong tu nhu thé, cac sach nay hoan toan im lang vé nan héng thiy, cudc Xuét Hanh, cudc
chinh phyc Ca-na-an, giao udc Si-nai, va v.v... Nhiing sach lau hon sau nay nhu Huan Ca va
Khon Ngoan c6 bao gdm céc tim nhin tong quat vé cac truyén thong lich str va tén gido cua
Israel, nhung viéc ndy chi ting cuong dic diém khac biét ciia 3 sach khon ngoan dau tién
trong phuong di¢n nay.

Nhung du cac sach khon ngoan dau tién dic biét khéng phan anh ton gido thd Gia-vé, nguoi
ta van khong thé coi chung nhu “thé tuc”, mot diéu sai nién dai trong thé gidi co thoi. Thay
vao d6, cac tac gia khon ngoan Do Thai phat biéu dirc tin tiém an ctia ho vao Gia-vé mot cach
khéc véi da sb cac sach Kinh thanh khac. Dé bat ddu, cac hién nhan nhin nhan Thién Chia
nhu Pang tao dung ra thé gidi noi ho séng va 13 noi ho suy tu vé, va lién két Cong nuong
Khon ngoan voi hoat dong sang tao cua Thién Chta (Cn 8), voi Tora (He 24) va sau cung véi
Thién Chua (Kn 6-10). Tt viéc nay, ho tim cach hiéu trat ty va ciu trac da duoc Thién Chta
gdn vao thé gi6i tao dung nham 1am cho hanh dong ctia ho tudn theo trat ty ndy. Diéu nay
phat sinh ra vi¢c suy tu vé cac hiéu qua tich cyc hoic tiéu cuc cﬁa mot s6 hanh dong va thai
d6 chuyén biét nham thiét 1ap cin ban cho mot cudc sdng blet song hoa hop voi thién nhién
Va nhung con nguoi nhan ban khac. Nho tap chu vao cac yeu t6 von nam ngoai “lich sir ctru

rdi”, cac hién nhan di cung cap duoc mot bd sung cho mot nén than hoc tuyét dbi c6 tinh Do
Thai, mot nén than hoc, trong d6, Thién Chua hi¢n di¢n ngay ca khi cong déng khong cam
nghiém dugc su can thi¢p cta Thién Chua va vu viéc dan toc.

IV.  Ban chit va Phuong phap ciia Khén ngoan

Ban chat khon ngoan cua Israel xua co thé duoc sang to nho khao sat viéc danh tir hokma (su
khon ngoan), tinh tir hakam (khon ngoan) va dong tir Adkam (khon ngoan hay tré nén khon
ngoan) dugc st dung ra sao trong Cuu Udc. Chl'mg thu’(‘yng xuyén xuét hién trong cac dong
tho song hanh bang cac tir ngit nhu “nang khiéu”, “tdm nhin thau sudt”, “giio huin”, “nhan
thire” va “ky nang” (dac biét nén xem Cn 1:1-6), va “khon ngoan” cé nhu:ng am hudng nay
va hon thé nita. Chang han, trong céc trinh thuat vé Sa-16-mén, nguoi duoc lién két nhiéu
nhét v6i khon ngoan trong Cyu Udce (mic dau tinh lich sir cua lién két nay dang nghi ngo), nd
duoc st dung trong 16i 6ng cau xin Thién Chia ban cho éng kha ning cai trj thich dang (1V
3:9, 12), vi¢c 6ng dung xao thuat dé xac dinh nguoi nao la me that cua dua tré (1V 3:16-28,
nhit 14 cau 28) va kién thtc khoa hoc sdu rong ctia 6ng (1V 5:9-14 [Tiéng Anh 4:29-34]).

9 ¢¢ b 1Y

“Khén ngoan” ciing c6 thé chuyén tai y niém khon khéo hudng téi mot muc dich it dang uée
mudn hon, nhu trong 101 day Sa-16-mén cua Da-vit phai tra thu Gié-ap (Joab) va Sy-mé-i
(Shimei) vi nhitng van dé ho gy ra cho Pa-vit luc con tri vi (1V 2:6,9), ké hoach cua Pha-ra-
6 giam con s6 nd 18 Do Théi & Ai Cap (Xh 1:10), ngudi dan ba khon ngoan chit dau Se-va
(Sheba) & A-vén (Abel) dé Gid-ap (Joab) thoi vay thanh (1Sm 20:14-22), va ké hoach cua
Gid-na-dap (Jonadab) danh cho Am-nén (Amnon) dé théa man sy 16i cudn cua hin ddi véi
dira em gai cung cha khac me 14 Ta-ma (Tamar) bang cach hiép dam (1Sm 13). Trong mdi



ban vin ndy, “khon ngoan” thudng am chi kha ning hoan thanh mot muc dich mong mudn,
bét ké muc dich nay dédng tém gdm ra sao. Mot cach trung 1ap hon, “khon ngoan” thudng 4m
chi k¥ ning hay kha ning can thiét cho mot nghé nao do, ké ca tho may (Xh 28:3), tho tha
cong (Xh 35:31-36:1), thuy thu (Tv 107:27), luat si (Gr 8:8), ngudi khoc mudn (Gr 9:17), va
tho dong tau (Ed 27:8-9), ciing nhu cic hoat ddng nhu chién tran (Cn 21:22; Is 10:13), phu
thay (Is 47:9-13), va thuong mai (Ed 28:4-5). Chang may, sic thai nay khuyét dién khi ban
dich tiéng Anh str dung nhiing han tir khac hon 1a “kh6n ngoan”: chang han An ban Kinh
thanh Tai duyét Hoa ky mo ta Pha-ra-6 nhu nguoi hanh dong “khon khéo” (shrewdly) chdng
lai ngudi Do Thai (Xh 1:10) [**]; Bo-xan-én (Bezalel) nhu ¢ “than khi k§ ning cta Thién
Chuaa” (Xh 35:31), va khi cac thay thu bi lot vao con bio bién “cac ky ning ctia ho khong ich
loi gi” hon 1a dich m§t cach mo ta va theo chitr den hon 1a “su khon ngoan cua ho bi nudt
tring” (Tv 107:27). Thém vao d6, khon ngoan khong chi gidgi han ¢ con ngudi. Cham ngén
30:24-28 md ta viéc nhiing con kién, ngan thir (badger), chau chiu, va than lan “thong minh
vuot bac” ra sao vi chung biét cach t6 chirc doi séng ctia chung trong thé gidi ty nhién. Diéu
nay lién quan dén viéc cac tac gia khon ngoan chuyén tai sy khén ngoan ciia ho ra sao.

Mot yéu t6 nén tang ctia cac sach khon ngoan 13 suy tu vé thé gidi trong d6 cac tac gia sinh
soéng, voi muc tiéu phan dinh nhimg gi dong gop cho cudc séng co trat ti va hai hoa. Diéu
nay bao gdm ca sy viéc ctia con ngudi 1an thé gidi tu nhién, ca hai cing cung cap tam nhin
thiu sudt gitip quan 1y cac mobi quan hé cua ta voi ngudi, vt va ca thé gisi thé 1y. Pong thoi,
cac nha khon ngoan tin rang bat ctr ai sin 1ong ¢b ging déu c6 thé thu thap duoc su khon
ngoan nay béng cach luu y té1 nhiing diéu ho mé ta, nén ho khong nai t¢1 mac khai hay, phﬁn
16n, ngay ca thé gia cua ho. Chang han, trong tur liéu c6 tinh cach ngén trong sach Cham
Ngon 10-29, cac ménh 1énh hay ngan cAm tao thanh 6% cac 161 néi (Zimmerli, 182), phﬁn
con lai chi 14 nhimg cau néi vé& nguyén nhan va hau qua dua vao cic quan sat sy viéc con
nguoi, thién nhién, hodc tham chi cac loai suy truc tiép gitra hai thé nay. Mic du céach cu xur
mong mudn thuong 1a diéu hién nhién, nhung dang luu ¥ 1a nguoi doc khong dugc noi phai
lam gi. Thay vao d6, ho phai suy gam vé cau n6i dé nhan dién cach tién hanh hanh dong ay.
Hon nita, vi vin chuong khon ngoan duoc xay dung trén viéc suy gim vé kinh nghiém, n6
khong bao gio nhét dinh ca, va nguoi doc cling phai xac dinh xem li¢u mdi nhan xét c6 nhét
quéan v6i kinh nghiém ciia ho hay khong. Néu khong, viéc nay doi phai xem xét lai hodc su
khon ngoan duoc trinh bay duéi anh sang kinh nghiém riéng cia minh hay kinh nghiém ban
than dudi anh sang khon ngoan dugc bao ton trong cong dong. Viée thira nhan cac gidi han
ctia kinh nghiém con ngudi ndy dugc phat biéu mot cach van tat nhu 1a 161 khuyén tuong
phan nén hay khong nén “tra 16i ké ngu ngde theo su ngu ngdc cua ho” duc dit trong Cn
26:4-5 hay mot cach tron ven hon trong 161 Giop chi trich hoc 1y tra diia truyén thong hay
phuong thirc phé phan dbi voi cac quan diém phat biéu trong sach Chadm Ngon.

V. Céc hinh thirc khon ngoan

Trén binh dién chinh thtc, cac sach khén ngoan c6 chung mét s hinh thirc vin chuong véi
cac phﬁn khéc cua bd Kinh thanh, nhu 161 huin gido, 101 ngan de, cac cau hoi, tuong thuat
(Giop 1-2), va v.v..., nhung chung ciing chira mot sb hinh thtrc vira doc dao ddi véi van
chuong khon ngoan hay it nhit dic trung cta loai vin chuong nay. Hinh thirc chung nhét 1a
masal, ma An ban Kinh thanh Tai duyét Hoa ky dich 13 “cham ngdn” trong twa dé cua phan
sau day trong Cham Ngon 1:1; 10:1; 25:1. Nhung vi han tur nay cling dugc dung nhu mot
phung du (Ed 17:2), sdm ngon tién tri (Ds 23: 7), bai ca ché nhao (Is 14:4), “chu d&” (Giop
27:1; 29:1), “tuc ngit” (Gr 24:9), v.v..., thién nghi nén néi toi “cac cham ngdn” (sentences)



trong sach Cham Ngon va céc trude tac khac. Mot sb cac 101 noi stc tich va dang ghi nho
cling dugc tim thay bén ngoai cac sach khon ngoan (chang han, 1Sm 24:13; 1V 20:11; Gr
31:29; Ed 18:2; xem Fontaine), nhung hinh thtrc ndy ndi bét trong sach Cham Ngbn va xuét
hién it hon trong Giang Vién va Hudn Ca. Nhu di lwu ¥ & trén, hinh thire nay giup ngudi doc
dén than vao dién trinh su pham qua viéc suy tu vé diém dang duogc ban va su lién quan cua
n6 vé6i kinh nghiém cu thé cua riéng ngudi doc.

Mot hinh thirc khon ngoan dic trung nita 1a gido huin, mot gido huan dya vao hinh thirc khon
ngoan twong tu ctia Ai Cap. C6 tat ca 10 gido huin trong Cham Ngb 1-7, mdi giao huan bao
gom 3 yéu to: 101 ngd truc tiép voi “dia con trai” dé nd “nghe”, “ling nghe” v.v..., dong co
khién ling nghe va vang theo gido huin, va chinh gido huin. Cau c6 sb bit ddu bang cong
thirc x/x+1, sau d6 1a bang liét ké cac viéc cho tdi con sb cao hon. Hinh thtrc dﬁy du hoan
toan chi c¢6 trong van chuong khon ngoan, xuét hién trong Cham Ngon 6:16-19; 30:5-16, 18-
19, 21-23, 24-28, 29-31; Giop 5:19-22; Huan Ca 25:7-11; 26:5-6, 28-29; 50: 25-26 (Cac Sam
Ngbén chéng Cac Dan Toc trong A-mdt 1-2 nhic di nhéc lai “Vi ba toi 4c ..., va nay bon”
nhung khong mo ta 4 toi 4c nay). Viéc ké tén timg diéu cho t6i sb cao hon trong cac ban van
khon ngoan budc nguoi doc nhan dién twong quan qua lai gitra cac diéu duoc liét ké.

Céc hinh thirc khén ngoan bd sung bao gdm cac bang liét ké (nhu Gidp 38-39; Giang Vién
3:1-9; Khon Ngoan 6:22-23; 7:17-20; Huan Ca 38: 24-39:11), tranh luan/ddi thoai (Giop 3-
27), tudng thuat ty thuat (Cn 4:3-9; Gv 1:12-2:26; He 33:16-18; 51:13-22), cac cau truyén
lam guong (Cn 7:6-23; 24:30-34; Gv 9:14-16), nai t6i truyén théng (Giop 8:8-13; 12:7-12;
15:17-35; 20:4-29), va cac phing du (Cn 5:15-23; xem Gv 12:1-7). Méc du céc hinh thic nay
khong phai tit ca déu chi ¢6 trong van chuong khon ngoan, mdi hinh thirc déu ¢é chirc ning
giao hudn va sy hién dién cua chiing & nhiing noi khac c6 thé cho thdy anh hudng cia truyén
thong khon ngoan dbi voi cac loai van chuong khac. Mot cach nghich 1y, Cn 1:6 qua quyét
rang sach s& gitip nguoi ta “thau hiéu... cac cau dd[riddles]” (ciing nén xem Hudn Ca 39:3)
nhung cdu d6 duy nhét trong Cuu Uédc tim thdy noi Thu Lanh 14:14. Tuong tu nhu thé, ngu
ngdn (fables=cac cu chuyén gido huan) ciing chi ¢ trong Tha Lanh 9:8-15 va 2Vua 14:9
(xem Ds 22:21-35).

(*)The Jerome Biblical Commentary for the Twenty-First Century (Third Fully Revised
Edition) T&T Clark, 2022, cac tr.711-719.

[**] Ban cua Céc Gio kinh Phung vu dung chir “khon ngoan”



